Securing broviac catheters in children.
Placement of a single suture in a strategic location helps to insure against inadvertent dislodgement of Broviac or Hickman catheters immediately after insertion. Indwelling Broviac and Hickman type catheters are gaining popularity for long-term venous access, particularly in children and infants. These silicone catheters were introduced in 1973, and many papers have been written since then documenting their efficacy and their incidence of complications. Inadvertent dislodgement of these catheters is rarely mentioned in these reports, but we have seen this complication in a number of patients; therefore, we have modified our insertion technique to prevent this unfortunate complication.